
Stewardship Sermons 2017 
Stewardship of Talent 

 
“All you have is from God and you must use it to make a difference” 

 
As you know last week we had our Metropolis clergy laity.  This is a time in the life of our 
Metropolis where we gather together in order discuss ways to do better the work of the 
Church.  We consider where we are as a Metropolis and where we want to go.  Those who are 
delegates are offered a reminder as to how to move the Metropolis forward.  This happens 
through educational sessions offered by our area clergy.  This year’s clergy laity theme was 
“Does it make a difference”.   
 
At first I was not sure what this theme actually meant.  Soon I realized what his Eminence 
wanted us to pray about -does our faith make a difference in our lives?  Does our faith make a 
difference in our homes, at work, out in with world?  The Metropolitan told a story about the 
early Christians and what they did during a plague that ravaged the Roman Empire.  He 
explained how they offered themselves to those who were suffering by being present.  While 
many were running away, the Christians were moving towards those who were ill.  He 
reminded us that they lived the faith that our Lord gave them.  They offered love, compassion, 
and comfort to those who were in need.  Through their actions the Church grew and their faith 
made a difference.   
 
This morning we begin our celebration of what God has done for us by beginning our 
conversation about Stewardship.  We will consider the fact that each of us has been given 
talents and gifts and those talents are to be used to give thanks and make a difference in the 
world, just like the early Christians did. 
 
Stewardship is? 
 
Anytime we begin a conversation about stewardship we need to remember what the basic idea 
behind it is.  A priest once wrote, “stewardship is not primarily about what we do for God, but 
rather about what God has already done for us and our response to that gift.”  What has God 
done for us?  Speaking for myself... A LOT!  There is a beautiful quote from the New Testament 
coming from the Epistle of St. James and one that we hear towards the end of every Divine 
Liturgy.  It is a wonderful and powerful sentence that reminds us that everything is from God.  
“Every good gift and every perfect gift comes from above, and comes down from the Father of 
lights."  This, my friends and my family, is our starting point: that everything good comes from 
God and we must respond to that good. 
 
Remember your Talents 
 
How do we do this?  We respond by using what we are given.  In the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew we have the parable of the talents.  In the story we hear our Lord tell us about a 
master who gave talents to his servants.  He gave the first five, to another he gave two, and to 



the last one he gave one talent.  Now the master had an expectation that they would do 
something with what he had given them.  Upon returning, he was, of course, interested to see 
what they did with the talents he gave them.  The first two were able to double the amount 
given but the last one was not so sensible.  He told his master he was afraid so he did nothing 
with it.  He hid the talent until the master returned.  Now we know from the story how angry 
the master became.  The issue for us is that each of us has been given a talent from God. The 
question we must ask, is how and where can we use our Talent?  We could also ask does it 
make a difference if we offer a talent? 

 
Invest your talent to make a difference 
 
The answer to that question is, “Absolutely it makes a difference!”  We here in this Church need 
you and your talents. In the parable of the talent the Lord is yelling at the last servant and we 
hear this, “‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and 
gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.” I recently 
read in the Orthodox Study Bible that some would say that the “bankers” are the other faithful 
people he could have turned to help him use his talents.  One could say these people are the 
Church.  What a cool way of looking at the Church.  The Church is your spiritual bank to invest 
your talents.  When you invest your talent here you are not wasting them.  When you invest 
your talent in the Church it will be given back to God in gratitude will and do more good than 
you can imagine.  When you invest your talent here you will help to grow the church.  Your 
talent will help to reach those in need.  It will help to make sure that this Church, this body of 
Christ, continues to make a difference in the lives of countless people.  Whatever you offer, 
whatever your talent is, offer it with love and gratitude and it will make a difference.  How can I 
be so sure of all of this?  Well, I know you and how talented you are.  I have seen you make a 
difference with your talents.  Take today’s celebration of our Choir.  Their voices make a 
difference.  Their voices help lift us up as we pray.  Their voices help remind us of God’s 
presence.  Their voices make a difference. 

 
Let us remember to make a difference with our Talents 
 
My friends and my family in Christ, today we are asking for all of us to begin once again thinking 
about the ways God has blessed us.  We are being reminded that all good things come from 
above.  That our Lord has given us gifts and talents that are to be used.  We are to use them to 
make a difference.  We are to use them to build up the Church.  We are to use them to 
strengthen those in need.  I am so very thankful that I am the priest here at the Cathedral and 
that I have the blessing, not the job, the blessing and the privilege of working with you in 
offering our talents to God in order to make a difference. 
 


