
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told.” Luke 2:20 

Dear Parish Family and Friends, 

One of the challenges of this time of the year is that once we celebrate Christmas it seems to 

abruptly end.  The next day the music is no longer on.  The stores begin to switch gears.  The 

magic of this time of the year seems to just stop.  The tradition of the Church has us continue to 

celebrate the birth of our savior all the way through his glorious Epiphany on January 6th.   For 

us once we receive our Incarnate Lord there is still much work to be done.  It is interesting that 

those who show us this are the humble shepherds who first heard the announcement of the 

Lord’s birth. 

The scriptures tell us that the angels of the Lord went to the shepherds while they were in the 

field with their sheep.  They announced the coming of the Lord with great joy.  The shepherds 

then went to see the newborn king.  Much like us, we have heard the announcements about 

Christmas.  We have heard the call.  We too will be present to receive our Lord.  Then what?  

What do we do after we receive Christ on Christmas?  We do as the shepherds did. 

In the scripture we read they went back to work.  They did not just go back to work, they went 

back changed.  The reading says, “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”  Yes, they 

“returned” but they did so “praising God”. 

My parish family, we are getting very close to receiving our Lord as a child on Christmas.  Let us 

remember that when it is over to return to our homes not as we were but having been 

changed.  I am so very thankful for all of you and I look forward to celebrating with you and 

entering into another year of ministry. 

 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 
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